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ABOUT
THE

INSTITUTE
FOR

GOVERNANCE
AND

POLICY

ANALYSIS
(IGPA)
The Institute for Governance and Policy Analysis at the University of Canberra was
established in January 2014 to harness the research strengths of the ANZSOG
Institute for Governance (ANZSIG), Centre for Deliberative Democracy and
Global Governance and the National Centre for Social and Economic Modelling
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(NATSEM). This integration has created exciting opportunities for the development
of cutting edge research and the provision of education in governance and public
policy analysis through combining knowledge in institutional design with expertise
in qualitative and quantitative methods, evaluation, micro-simulation and policy
modelling, in a way that is of significance to scholars and practitioners in Australia
and beyond.
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.....possesses one of the largest critical masses of internationally ranked governance
and public policy scholars in Australia and an eminent adjunct faculty which includes
14 award winning members of the Commonwealth Senior Executive Service and
the world of political communication.

.....one of the Institute’s professors John Dryzek was awarded an Australian Laureate
in September 2015 to support the Institute’s world leading Centre for Deliberative
Democracy and Global Governance.

.....presently receives funding for eight Australian Research Council (ARC) research
projects on critical governance problems in Australia.

.....conducts authoritative applied research on different aspects of social inclusion with
a particular emphasis on modelling wellbeing and innovation in policy intervention.

.....through NATSEM provides authoritative commentary on the Australian budget and
via STINMOD+ is one of the leading policy modelling organisations in Australia.

.....conducts high profile policy and organisational evaluations for domestic and
international organisations (for example, Austrade, National Water Commission,
United Nations Development Programme, the World Bank).

.....publishes the NATSEM AMP “income & wealth” report series.
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.....delivers the “Open Policy-Making” programme for the UK Cabinet Office and
the “Public Policy & Finance” programme for the Commonwealth Departments
of Finance, Prime Minister and Cabinet and Treasury.

.....is the leading provider of graduate programmes in public administration, public
policy and finance for the Commonwealth.

.....is currently working in partnership with various overseas governments and
international organisations on change governance problems in Afghanistan, Brazil,
China, Egypt, Jordan, Libya, Tunisia, the UK, Vietnam and Yemen.

.....publishes one of Australia’s leading public policy blogs – The Policy Space (see:
www.thepolicyspace.com.au).

.....is home to the BroadAgenda blog which explores the many diverse aspects of
gender equality - and its myriad challenges, constraints and constructs - in a fresh,
new way (www.BroadAgenda.com.au).

....is host to the bold new gender equality initiative 50/50 by 2030 Foundation headed
by Adjunct Professor Virginia Haussegger AM.

.....and currently has 59 PhD students pursuing research on governance and public
policy themes.
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THE

3 PILLARS

WITH THIS MISSION
AT THE FOREFRONT
OF OUR THINKING,
THE INSTITUTE HAS
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ESTABLISHED THREE
‘PILLARS’ OF ACTIVITY:
RESEARCH
EDUCATION
ENGAGEMENT
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AMP.NATSEM Income and Wealth Report
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Price
these days!
The cost of living in Australia

DOING IT DIFFERENTLY
STAFF PERCEPTIONS OF THE BARRIERS TO WORKPLACE
PARTICIPATION EXPERIENCED BY PUBLIC SERVANTS WITH
DISABILITY IN THE AUSTRALIAN PUBLIC SERVICE
Issue 31 - May 2012

MARK EVANS, MEREDITH EDWARDS, CARMEL McGREGOR AND PENNEY UPTON

The Future
of Joined-up
Public Services
Patrick Dunleavy

2020 Public Services Trust
at the

HOW
AUSTRALIANS
IMAGINE
THEIR
DEMOCRACY:

AMP.NATSEM Income and Wealth Report

Mark Evans, Max Halupka and Gerry Stoker

affordability in Australia
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Issue 35 – June 2014

IGPA’s research agenda is driven by four research centres:

1. CENTRE FOR DELIBERATIVE DEMOCRACY AND GLOBAL GOVERNANCE
2. CENTRE FOR CHANGE GOVERNANCE

3. NATIONAL CENTRE FOR SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC MODELLING
4. 50/50 BY 2030 FOUNDATION

Our four research centres grapple with many of the critical public policy problems of our
time from social and economic development to climate change and from democratic
crisis to social exclusion. They combine disciplinary expertise and a generation of
evidence- based research with a focus on practical problem-solving through the
development of new ways of doing governance and public policy. In addition, the
Institute is currently host to eight Australian Research Council funded projects and the
largest concentration of internationally recognized governance scholars in Australia
recruited from Universities in the World Top 100.

CENTRE FOR
DELIBERATIVE DEMOCRACY AND
GLOBAL GOVERNANCE

The Centre for Deliberative Democracy and Global Governance is the world-leading
centre in the growing field of deliberative democracy. In February 2014, the Centre
moved to IGPA at the University of Canberra, joining Australia’s largest concentration
of scholars specialising in citizen-centric governance. Over the past decade or more the
Centre has hosted over 40 visiting scholars from Europe, North and South America,
Asia, Australia and New Zealand, produced 15 PhDs, published 12 books and over
100 journal articles, hosted eight international conferences and received nine large
research grants and fellowships.
Realising Democracy Amid Communicative Plenty: A Deliberative Systems Approach
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The ever-increasing volume of political communication (especially online) challenges
democracy and effective policy making. This project examines whether, how, why, and
to what effect discourse flows within and between different deliberative sites. We apply
the idea of deliberative democracy, which puts meaningful communication between
citizens and policy makers at the heart of effective governance. It develops a deliberative
analysis of controversy surrounding coal seam gas in Australia, using qualitative and
‘big data’ techniques to collect information. Funding: Australian Research Council
Deliberative Global Justice
This project develops an encounter between deliberative democracy and global justice,
the two most prominent programmes in political theory in the past decade and more,
both now wrestling with problems that intersect in interesting ways as they encounter
a recalcitrant global order. The two topics have become estranged in political theory,
where democracy is treated as a matter of procedure, and justice a matter of substantive
outcomes that cannot be guaranteed by any procedure. At the same time there is a
widely-shared feeling among theorists that the two really do belong together. This
project combines political theory and an application to the post-2015 development
agenda (the successor to the Millennium Development Goals). Funding: Australian
Research Council – Laureate Fellowship

Deliberative Cultures
Deliberative democracy is routinely seen as a normative model that emerged from
the constitutional settings of Western liberal democracies and has since been used as
a baseline to evaluate other political practices, whether in the global system or in nonWestern societies. Deliberative practices are extremely widespread in human societies,
not least because they manifest the universal competence to reason collectively. The
purpose of this project is to evaluate strengths and weaknesses of deliberative practice
in developed and developing areas.
Funding: Australian Research Council – Laureate Fellowship
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The Centre for Deliberative Democracy and Global Governance
hosted the first Deliberative Democracy Summer School in 2016.

PROFESSOR JOHN DRYZEK was one of 16 outstanding researchers recognised
by the Australian Research Council at a ceremony in Adelaide. The Australian Laureate
Fellowships are highly competitive awards designed to develop and retain world-class
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researchers who, through leadership and mentoring, will build Australia’s international
competitive research capacity.
Professor Dryzek’s work on deliberative democracy highlights the critical importance
of effective, inclusive and transformative communication in decision-making, not only
among those who make the decisions but between them and the public in order to
solve global problems more effectively. The fellowship, which includes funding of more
than $2.6million over a period of five years, will allow Professor Dryzek and his team
of postdoctoral fellows and PhD students to take on three of the biggest challenges

facing today’s world. “We will investigate and contribute to the discussion on how to
promote global justice, how to navigate a potentially chaotic Earth system, and how to
involve people from different cultures in productive democratic communication and
therefore, effective joint problem-solving,” he said.

CENTRE FOR
CHANGE GOVERNANCE

The Institute possesses the largest number of researchers in Australia focusing on
the study of critical governance problems. Our research can be organised into two
streams of concern: participation, power and democracy and contemporary governance
problems. The first stream addresses questions such as:
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•

What is the future of democracy in Australia?

•

What role do, and should, citizens play in policy-making?

•

Is the new media a cause of, or an answer to the crisis of democracy?

•

Is the power of business increasing in Australia?

The second stream focuses more directly on the changing nature of public governance
in Australia and beyond:
•

What form of leadership and capability do we require to meet the challenges of
21st century governance?

•

What new forms of governance do we require to meet the challenges of high
quality public service production?

•

What form of federalism/institutional design do we require to meet the challenges
of 21st century governance?

•

What new forms of governance are emerging beyond the nation state to help us
address global policy problems?

These are very important questions for modern Australia and beyond and are at the
core of the concerns of the Centre for Change Governance. A selective list of recent
books is presented overleaf. Members of the Centre also edit high profile international
journals including Policy & Politics (Stone), Policy Studies (Evans) and Journal of
Information Technology and Politics (Jensen).
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NATIONAL CENTRE FOR
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC MODELLING

For over 20 years NATSEM has been, and remains, one of Australia’s leading economic
and social policy research centres, and is regarded as one of the world’s foremost centres
of excellence for microsimulation, economic modelling and policy evaluation.
NATSEM undertakes independent and impartial research, and aims to be a key
contributor to social and economic policy debate and analysis Australia-wide and
throughout the world using expert economic modelling of the highest quality, and
supplying consultancy services to commercial, government and not-for-profit clients.
NATSEM’s research attracts extensive media and public attention.
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Independent Modelling of Federal Budget 2017-18

www.ausbudget.org

On Tuesday 9 May 2017, the Australian Federal Government unveiled
its budget proposal and associated vision for policy priorities.
NATSEM independently modelled some selected budget measures,
including the Medicare levy increase, HELP scheme for university
students, changes to the family tax benefit (FTB), childcare subsidy,
energy assistance payment for pensioners and more. This brochure
briefly reports some of our findings.

19

www.natsem.canberra.edu.au

www.governanceinstitute.edu.au
1

Revenue: $444.4 Billion (24.4% of the GDP)
Deficit: $20.3 Billion (1.1% of the GDP)

36.6%
35.3%
34.5%
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7.3%
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16.4%
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Transport
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Please visit our website for full analysis at www.ausbudget.org.

50/50 BY 2030 FOUNDATION

The 50/50 by 2030 Foundation is a bold new gender equality initiative established by the
Institute. The Foundation builds on the Institute for Governance and Policy Analysis’s
strong track record of research and advocacy on gender equality issues and is led by
Virginia Haussegger AM. The Foundation is supported by a formidable network of
men and women whose contribution to public service excellence is exemplary, and who
provide inspiration through their unique and dedicated styles of leadership. Many have
had a long association with IGPA as Adjunct Professors, including Glenys Beauchamp
PSM (Secretary of the Department of Industry, Science and Innovation), Meredith
Edwards AM, Renee Leon PSM (Secretary of the Department of Employment), Dr
Ian Watt AO, Carmel McGregor PSM, Jon Stanhope AO, Jane Halton AO PSM,
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Dr Martin Parkinson PSM (Secretary of Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet),
Tu Pham PSM, and Ian McPhee AO.
Virginia is a passionate gender equality advocate and communication specialist. She is
also an award-winning television journalist, writer and commentator, whose extensive
media career spans more than 25 years. Her work has taken her around the world,
reporting for Australia’s leading current affairs programmes: Channel 9 (A Current
Affair), the 7 Network (Witness) and ABC TV (7.30 Report). For the past 15 years
Virginia has anchored the ABC’s flagship TV News in Canberra. She is widely published,
both as a former columnist with the Canberra Times, and a regular contributor to the
Sydney Morning Herald and The Age. In 2014 she was made a Member of the Order
of Australia (AM) for service to the community, as an advocate for women’s rights
and gender equity, and to the media. Virginia has served on a number of boards and
committees including: UN Women National Committee Australia; the Snowy Hydro
SouthCare Trust; and the Australia Forum Steering Committee. She currently sits on
the Board of the ACT Government’s Cultural Facilities Corporation, Women in Media
Canberra, and is Patron of the Canberra Rape Crisis Centre. Her book Wonder Women:

www.5050Foundation.edu.au

the myth of ‘having it all’ was launched by former PM Julia Gillard in a live broadcast
at the National Press Club. Virginia’s outspoken views on women, and their place in
contemporary society, have been widely debated in the Australian media. Her seminal
article on feminism and childlessness was ranked by The Age newspaper as among
the most significant opinion pieces published in its 150-year history.
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IGPA
DELIVERING
NATIONALLY
AND
INTERNATIONALLY
SIGNIFICANT
RESEARCH
PROJECTS
Institute fellows have recently completed the following projects:
•

“Connecting Government”: towards digital-era governance? How well prepared is
Commonwealth government for digital disruption? (funded by Telstra/Department
of Prime Minister & Cabinet).

•

“Doing it Differently”: staff perceptions of the barriers to workplace participation
experienced by public servants with disability in the Australian public service
(funded by seven Commonwealth departments).

•
22

The National Connecting Government Survey: “Delivering Digital Government
– the Australian Public Scorecard” (funded by Telstra).

•

“National Survey – How Australians Imagine Their Democracy: The Power of
Us” (mixed methods survey funded by the Museum of Australian Democracy).

•

“Index of Educational Disadvantage for New South Wales” (funded by the New
South Wales government).

•

“ACT Human Services Blueprint Evaluation Framework” (funded by the ACT
government).

•

“The Costs of Divorce” (funded by the AMP).

•

“Why are Women so poorly represented in local government administrative
leadership and what can be done about it” (funded by Local Government
Professionals Australia).

•

“Public policy and finance: improving the quality of new policy proposals” (funded
by Department of Finance, Department of Prime Minister & Cabinet and Treasury).

•

“Nudge, Nudge, Think, Think”. Using Experiments to Change Civic Behaviour
(also published by Bloomsbury press).

•

“Participedia” is an online, user-generated collaborative project documenting
participatory politics around the globe. It aims to map innovative processes as they
develop in almost every country, and provide researchers and practitioners with
accessible information, tools and good practice (funded by the Social Sciences
and Humanities Research Council of Canada).

We are currently:
•

advising the ACT government on the use of citizen juries in public policy decisionmaking.

•

designing a public sector productivity measurement framework for the Australian
Public Service (funded by Department of Finance, and Department of Prime
Minister & Cabinet).

•

co-designing The Power of Us exhibition to be launched at the Museum of
Democracy at Old Parliament House in March 2018.
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•

conducting a cultural audit of the Department of Environment and Energy (funded
by Department of Environment and Science).

•

designing a new Strategic Policy Capability Framework for the Indonesian
Government (funded by DFAT).

•

further enhancing Australia’s first dynamic simulation model – STINMOD+ – for
evaluating the potential impact of social and economic policy interventions.
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The Institute was born from a belief that the best graduate education is a product of
cutting edge teaching and learning methods underpinned by the highest quality applied
research. We are therefore dedicated to promoting outstanding public sector leadership,
policy and delivery that really works for the benefit of the public. In a remarkably
short period of time, the Institute has become a leading provider of postgraduate
and professional development programmes for overseas, Commonwealth and State
jurisdictions on governance, leadership and public policy themes. We deliver five types
of programmes:
•

Graduate certificate programmes (co-designed with the Australian Public Service)
leading to MPA for Commonwealth Government Departments of Agriculture,
Infrastructure and Regional Development, and Industry, Innovation and Science,
ABS, Finance, Prime Minister and Cabinet and Treasury.

•

Purpose built leadership programmes for Australian public sector and overseas
governments.

•

Master in Public Administration (MPA)

•

International MPA Partnership Programme (IMPAPP)

•

PhD and Professional Doctorate.
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The Institute provides a neutral space for bringing together experts from academia,
practice and the private and third sectors to solve critical governance problems. We
aspire to be a trusted knowledge broker that enables creative conversations between
theory and practice that advance the quality of contemporary governance. We achieve
this through delivering a broad programme of events in which we engage our network
of researchers, practitioners and the wider public in discussions that are located at the
nexus of research and practice. This includes:
•

IGPA Research Seminar Series – featuring local and international researchers
reporting their research findings in a friendly and informal environment.

•
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Canberra Conversation Lecture Series – public intellectuals are provided with
a platform to debate major policy problems confronting Canberra and the nation.

•

IGPA Professorial Lecture Series – a thought provoking series of lectures on
fundamental governance problems facing Australia and the world. Delivered by
acclaimed academics and thought leaders, the Public Lecture Series is open to
the public, alumni and staff working at the University.

•

NATSEM Seminar Series – each month NATSEM convenes a programme of
seminars in which researchers present their findings across a variety of topics. These
seminars range from discussions on key theoretical issues through to practical
empirical studies.

•

Democratic Conversations Uncensored – is a public lecture series jointly hosted
by IGPA and the Museum of Australian Democracy aimed at enhancing the quality
of debate in the nation’s capital on the important democratic questions of our time.

•

Parliamentary Triangle Seminar Series – televised panel discussions on critical
governance problems with leading international and national thinkers and practitioners.

•

Smart Governance Conversations on Desirable Futures - in collaboration
with the Museum of Australian Democracy and Telstra this is a series of nationally
significant conversations with thought leaders on a wide range of topics from the
future of indigenous policy to new ways of delivering public services to reconnecting
citizens and government.

IGPA ONLINE
The Institute for Governance and Policy Analysis publish three of Australia’s
most vibrant PUBLIC POLICY BLOGS
AUSBUDGET
www.ausbudget.org

For all things Australian budget, economic and social policy and new ways
of doing policy
THE POLICY SPACE
28

www.thepolicyspace.com.au

It provides a politically neutral blogging platform for debating major public
policy issues in Australia and overseas, and
BROADAGENDA
www.broadagenda.com.au

A bold new blog for broads, blokes, brawn and brain!
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WWW.GOVERNANCEINSTITUTE.EDU.AU
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FOR MORE INFORMATION
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UCIGPA@canberra.edu.au
www.governanceinstitute.edu.au
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