SMART GOVERNANCE CONVERSATIONS ON DESIRABLE FUTURES
DOING DEMOCRACY DIFFERENTLY – WHAT WORKS? EVIDENCE FROM THE LATEST
EXPERIMENTS IN AUSTRALIA AND BEYOND

Why talk about doing democracy differently? It is useful remind ourselves that mass democracy
with universal adult voting rights is a relatively recent human invention primarily launched only
in the 20th century. The world of the 21st century is significantly different in its economic, social,
cultural and technological dimensions. That could make the case for revisiting democratic
practices from an earlier age on its own but we can add that while democracies are by no
means in crisis they certainly are experience quite a bit of turbulence. Citizens appear to dislike
mainstream politics- the agency that claims centrality in delivering democracy. Populist political
challenges have produced a wave of political upsets that in turn appear to reflect frustration and
a sense of not being heard by some citizens. Polarisation, cultural wars, the continuing effects of
globalisation seem to cause existing democratic institutions with multiple woes. Big issues such
as climate change and other long-term concerns appear to be neglected. I think we can agree
at this is a good moment for reflection and new ideas.
Our panel contains a range of speakers not only with new ideas but also with some tried and
tested new practices, Luca Belgiorno-Nettis AM, New Democracy, Nicole Hunter, Mosaic,
Nicole Curato, Institute for Governance and Policy Analysis, John Dryzek, Institute for
Governance and Policy Analysis, Gerry Stoker, Institute for Governance and Policy Analysis
and facilitated by Virginia Haussegger AM, Institute for Governance and Policy Analysis. Your
job is to turn up and challenge both our analysis of the woes of democracy and the potential
solutions that are proffered. Is the solution to weak democracy more democracy? Do citizens
have the inclination and cognitive capacities to take on a bigger role? Are issues of inequality
of access addressed by the reforms? Is it desirable and how could we match more participative
and representative political practices. Who is really interested in driving reform? Are these
reform options the best ones and will they tackle the turbulent issues confronting democracy?
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WHEN:

Thursday 16 November 2017

WHERE:

Members’ Dining Room 2, Museum of Australian
Democracy at Old Parliament House.

TIME:

5.00pm for a 5.30pm start

RSVP:

Please register for the event by clicking here

COST:

FREE

Drinks and canapés will be provided

DOING DEMOCRACY DIFFERENTLY – WHAT WORKS? EVIDENCE
FROM THE LATEST EXPERIMENTS IN AUSTRALIA AND BEYOND

With Luca Belgiorno-Nettis AM, Nicole Hunter, Nicole Curato, John
Dryzek, Gerry Stoker and facilitated by Virginia Haussegger AM.

Please share this notification with anyone you believe might be interested in attending this event.

